
 
Today’s Service Music: 
Mexican composer Ramón Noble (1925–1999), served as the associate director of the Conservatorio Nacional de Música, in Mexico City. His compositions include themes of Mexican 
nationalism, as well as folk tunes. The Divertimento en Tema Antiguo (1964), features “Canciones de Campo” (trans. “field songs”), folk songs reflecting the lives of rural farm 
workers and the nature of hard labor. 
 
Wisconsin native Brenda Portman (b. 1980), wrote There Is No Shadow (2021), in memory of a close friend. Her prescribed registrations for the organist call for a “lush, ethereal 
palette.” In her program notes for There Is No Shadow, she writes, “[even in] darkness, sickness or pain – only light, love, and joy remain eternal.” 
 
Even and especially in times of darkness, sometimes art is produced as a bold act of resistance and celebration. Wisconsin native Rowen Erikson (b. 2006) wrote her Trumpet Tune 
in D Major (2024), in celebration of her transition; the perseverance it requires, and the unthinkable beauty that stems from the journey. She continues to be a beacon of light and 
leadership for her transgender siblings in the organ and church music professions. 
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